" EXPRESS MAIL" Mailing Label No. EV360019285US 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicant: Christopher J. Wood et al. ) SEA0820P1041US (SC-169 CON) 

Serial No.: Not Yet Designated ) 
(Continuation of Serial No. 09/715,688) ) 

) Group Art Unit: 
Filed: Concurrently Herewith ) Not Yet Designated 

For: ELASTOMERIC HINGE FOR A ) 
CLOSURE LID ) 

Examiner: Not Yet Designated ) 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner For Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.97, the art identified on the attached form PTO-1449 
and other matters discussed below may be helpful to the Patent Office in its 
examination of the application identified above. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d), copies of the documents cited in the following 

prior application are not enclosed herewith because (1) each such cited document was 

identified by the applicants in an Information Disclosure Statement or by the Examiner in 

the following prior application of which priority is claimed pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §120, 

and (2) the Information Disclosure Statement previously submitted to the Patent and 

Trademark Office in the following prior application complies with 37 C.F.R. §L98(a)-(c): 

Serial No. Filing Date Title Inventors 

09/715,688 November 17, 2000 Elastomeric Hinge For Christopher J. Wood, 

A Closure Lid Charles E. Roberts, 

Milton R. Dallas 



Enclosed is a copy of each of the prior application prior art citation listings as 
initialed or issued by the Examiner in the prior application. 

RELATED CO-PENDING APPLICATION 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.97 and §1.98 and MPEP 2001.06(b), attention is 
directed to the following co-pending commonly assigned application(s) as being of 
potential interest in the examination of the subject application. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 
§1.98(a)(2)(iii), a copy of each co-pending application is enclosed. 

Serial No. Filing Date 

1. 09/715,688 November 17, 2000 

COMMENTS ON CITATIONS 

The following comments are directed to the documents disclosed in the 
accompanying form PTO/SB/08A. Non-English language documents without translation 
are discussed with a concise explanation pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.98(a)(3)(i). 

EP 0 590 325 A2 and its corresponding family member DE 42 39 299 have 
identical drawings. The drawings appear to illustrate a unitary molded closure having 
molded unitary therewith a hinge, and the material of the closure, including 
throughout the hinge area, appears to be the same. There does not appear to be any 
separate elastomeric element which is separately formed, but attached to, the closure 
body and closure lid. 

EP 0 976 663 Al corresponds to the English language U.S. Patent Publication 
No. US 2001/0050264 Al. Thus, an English language concise explanation of the EP 
version is not required. 



The order of listing of the art on the attached Form PTO-1449 should not be 
construed as an indication of the importance of the listed art. 

The Patent and Trademark Office Examiner is requested to review the art and 
determine the extent of the materiality of the disclosures thereof with respect to the 
patentability of the subject invention. It is expected that the Patent and Trademark 
Office Examiner will independently conduct a complete search for relevant prior art. 

No inference should be drawn and no representation is made or intended: (a) 
that a search has been made, or if made, was complete; (b) that the art on the 
attached list presents a comprehensive investigation of the prior art; or (c) that no 
more pertinent art than that listed is in existence. [See 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g)] 

Citation of any art herein is not to be construed as an admission: (a) that the 
art disclosure is, or is considered to be, necessarily within the invention field of 
endeavor, pertinent to the instant invention, or equivalent to the instant invention; (b) 
that the art disclosure is, or is considered to be, necessarily prior in time to a 
particular date which may be relevant in the instant patent application; (c) that the art 
disclosure is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.56(b); and/or (d) that the art disclosure is otherwise necessarily prior art with 
respect to the instant invention and application. [See 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g).] 

No inference should be drawn that the discussion of any art herein is a 
discussion of each and every feature disclosed therein. 

Also, there is reserved the right to later set forth how the instant invention is 
distinguished over the disclosures of any document or other art, including the 
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disclosures of the art cited herein, that may be cited by the Examiner in rejecting a 
claim in the instant patent application. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WOOD, PHILLIPS, KATZ, CLARK & MORTIMER 




Paul M Odell, Reg. NoT^8,3^2 




500 West Madison Street, Suite 3800 
Chicago, Illinois 60661-2511 
(312) 876-1800 

July ?/ , 2003 
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